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the end the leaders of the two communities will realize that their
actions are irreligious and they will calm down. But today we are
fighting with the help of the third party. You should understand
that we shall be doomed for ever to remain their slaves if we fight
with their help. If you understand the significance of Hindu-
Muslim unity, you should let go the third party. I would say only
this to you, you should prepare yourself to die with Rama's name
on your lips if the Government is furious with you and incites the
Muslims. Today the officials of the Government taunt you and
tell you, "Go to Shaukat Ali" or "Go to Gandhi". I regret, none of
us can be of any help today since we have no sword. I have thrown
it away and Shaukat Ali has sheathed it. Therefore, we can only
advise you to set your minds free if you wish to attain indepen-
dence. One can be destroyed only by oneself, never by another.
You might say that this advice would lead only to ruin; and could
help no one. My answer is: "I am recommending the way to ruin;
I am talking only of self-sacrifice/'
I would ask the frontier Hindus in a locality with 95 per cent
of Muslims never to seek the advice of the Government. You
should return only if the frontier Muslims request you to do so, if
they desire to take you back after assuring the perpetual preserva-
tion of your life and honour. You have been staying there for
many generations. How can you stay there without their consent?
You have earned your livelihood there, you have carried on trade
there. How can you stay there in peace and comfort without their
co-operation and goodwill? No Government can guarantee safety
against a majority community. Even when swaiaj is attained,
and Shaukat Ali is the Commander-in-Chief and I am the Viceroy,
if somebody were to ask me to protect a community, I would say
that I could not protect it from a community comprising 95 per cent
of the population. Where the Muslims constitute 5 per cent of the
population, I would say the same thing to them. That is the
only way to stay in the frontier with honour and goodwill.
I wish to say to you one thing before leaving. You should
tell the Government that you would not move from here as long as
you do not come to terms with the Muslims and they do not invite
and conduct you there. If the refugees from Kohat are willing to
accept this advice of mine, I would give them a public pledge:
"I am prepared to come and stay here with the refugees from Kohat
after the Belgaum session and to tour with them throughout India,**
But if they return to Kohat on the assurance of the Government,
it would do serious damage to them and to both the Hindus and
the Muslims. Even if the Government returns all property or